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Thank you all very much.

Danny Cerchiaro. [Inaudible]

The President. One, eight, eight, eight—
good. Is it two eights or three eights? Okay.

Danny just told me I got to get the number
right—l—888—995—HOPE.

Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Joel Greenberg, president
and chief executive officer, and Jill Feldman, vice
president, Novadebt. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Proclamation 8228—To Modify the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States and For Other
Purposes

March 28, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Section 1205(a) of the Omnibus Trade
and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (the “1988
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 3005(a)) directs the United
States International Trade Commission (the
“Commission”) to keep the Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States (HTS)
under continuous review and periodically to
recommend to the President such modifica-
tions to the HTS as the Commission con-
siders necessary or appropriate to accomplish
the purposes set forth in that subsection. In
2006, the Commission recommended modi-
fications to the HTS pursuant to section 1205
of the 1988 Act to conform the HTS to
amendments made to the International Con-
vention on the Harmonized Commodity De-
scription and Coding System (the “Conven-
tion”). In Presidential Proclamation 8097 of
December 29, 2006, I modified the HTS
pursuant to section 1206(a) of the 1988 Act
(19 U.S.C. 3006(a)) to conform the HTS to
the Convention.

2. The Commission has recommended fur-
ther modifications to the HTS pursuant to
sections 1205(a) and (d) of the 1988 Act (19
U.S.C. 3005(a) and (d)) to alleviate unneces-
sary administrative burdens, and to ensure
that the prior modifications proclaimed in
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Proclamation 8097 maintain substantial rate
neutrality.

3. Section 1206(a) of the 1988 Act author-
izes the President to proclaim modifications
to the HTS based on the recommendations
of the Commission under section 1205 of the
1988 Act, if he determines that the modifica-
tions are in conformity with United States
obligations under the Convention and do not
run counter to the national economic interest
of the United States. I have determined that
the modifications to the HTS proclaimed in
this proclamation pursuant to section 1206(a)
of the 1988 Act are in conformity with United
States obligations under the Convention and
do not run counter to the national economic
interest of the United States.

4. Presidential Proclamation 7746 of De-
cember 30, 2003, implemented the United
States-Chile Free Trade Agreement with re-
spect to the United States, and Presidential
Proclamation 7747 of December 30, 2003,
implemented the United States-Singapore
Free Trade Agreement with respect to the
United States. In Presidential Proclamation
8097, I proclaimed modifications to the HTS
that I determined were necessary or appro-
priate to continue to carry out the duty re-
ductions proclaimed in Proclamations 7746
and 7747.

5. In Presidential Proclamation 8214 of
December 27, 2007, I further modified the
HTS pursuant to section 1206(a) of the 1988
Act to ensure the continuation of tariff and
certain other treatment accorded originating
goods under tariff categories modified in
Proclamation 8097 and to carry out the duty
reductions proclaimed in Proclamations 7746
and 7747. Technical rectifications to the HTS
are required to provide the intended tariff
treatment.

6. On August 5, 2004, the United States
entered into the Dominican Republic-Cen-
tral America-United States Free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA-DR) with Costa Rica,
the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Gua-
temala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The Con-
gress approved the CAFTA-DR in section
101(a) of the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade Agree-
ment Implementation Act (the “CAFTA-DR
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 4011).
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7. Sections 321-328 of the CAFTA-DR
Act (19 U.S.C. 4081-4088) authorize the
President to take certain actions in response
to a request by an interested party for relief
from serious damage or actual threat thereof
to a domestic industry producing certain tex-
tile or apparel articles. I assigned certain
functions under these provisions to the Com-
mittee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements (CITA) in Proclamation 7987 of
February 28, 2006.

8. Executive Order 11651 of March 3,
1972, as amended, established CITA, con-
sisting of representatives of the Departments
of State, the Treasury, Commerce, and
Labor, and the Office of the United States
Trade Representative, with the representa-
tive of the Department of Commerce as
Chairman, to supervise the implementation
of textile trade agreements. Consistent with
3 U.S.C. 301, when carrying out functions
vested in the President by statute and as-
signed by the President to CITA, the officials
collectively exercising those functions are all
to be officers required to be appointed by
the President with the advice and consent
of the Senate.

9. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (the “Trade Act”) (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
in the HTS the substance of the provisions
of that Act, and of other Acts affecting import
treatment, and actions thereunder, including
removal, modification, continuance, or impo-
sition of any rate of duty or other import re-
striction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to section 1206 of the 1988 Act, sections 321—
328 of the CAFTA-DR Act, section 301 of
title 3, United States Code, and section 604
of the Trade Act do proclaim that:

(1) In order to modify the HTS to conform
it to the Convention or any amendment
thereto recommended for adoption, to pro-
mote the uniform application of the Conven-
tion, to establish additional subordinate tariff
categories, and to make technical and con-
forming changes to existing provisions, the
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HTS is modified as set forth in Annex I to
this proclamation.

(2) In order to provide the intended tariff
treatment to imports of originating goods
from Chile, the HTS is modified as set out
in section A of Annex II to this proclamation.

(3) In order to provide the intended tariff
treatment to imports of originating goods
from Singapore, the HTS is modified as set
out in section B of Annex II to this proclama-
tion.

(4) The CITA is authorized to exercise my
authority under sections 321-328 of the
CAFTA-DR Act to provide relief from im-
ports that are the subject of a determination
under section 322(a) of the CAFTA-DR Act,
to the extent necessary to remedy or prevent
serious damage and to facilitate adjustment
by the domestic industry.

(5) The United States Trade Representa-
tive shall modify the HTS in a notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register to reflect deter-
minations pursuant to paragraph (4) of this
proclamation by the CITA.

(6) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(7) The modifications to the HTS set forth
in Annex I and Annex II to this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to goods en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the respective dates
specified in each section of such Annexes for
the goods described therein.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:44 a.m., April 1, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 2.
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Memorandum on Determinations
Under Section 1106(a) of the
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness
Act of 1988—Ukraine

March 28, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-17

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Determinations under Section
1106(a) of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988—Ukraine

Pursuant to section 1106(a) of the Omni-
bus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988
(19 U.S.C. 2905(a)) (the “Act”), I determine
that state trading enterprises account for a
significant share of Ukraine’s exports and
goods that compete with imports into
Ukraine. I further determine that such state
trading enterprises unduly burden and re-
strict, or adversely affect, the foreign trade
of the United States or the United States
economy, or are likely to result in such bur-
den, restriction, or effect.

Ukraine is seeking to become a member
of the World Trade Organization (WTO).
The terms and conditions for Ukraine’s ac-
cession to the WTO include Ukraine’s com-
mitments that it will ensure that all state trad-
ing enterprises will make purchases of goods
and services that are not intended for govern-
mental use, and sales in international trade
in accordance with commercial consider-
ations (including price, quality, availability,
marketability, and transportation) and that
U.S. firms will have an adequate opportunity,
in conformity with customary practice, to
compete for such purchases or sales.

The obligations that Ukraine will assume
under the WTO Agreement, including
Ukraine’s protocol of accession, meet the re-
quirements of section 1106(b)(2)(A) of the
Act (19 U.S.C. 2905(b)(2)(A)), and thus my
determinations under section 1106(a) do not
require invocation of the nonapplication pro-
visions of the Marrakesh Agreement Estab-
lishing the WTO with regard to Ukraine.

You are directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

447

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:53 a.m., March 31, 2008]

NoOTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on April 1.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Functions Under Section 1821(c) of
the Implementing
Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007

March 28, 2008

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assignment of Functions Under
Section 1821(c) of the Implementing
Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission

Act of 2007

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 301
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby assign
to you the functions of the President under
section 1821(c) of the Implementing Rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act
of 2007 (Public Law 110-53).

In the performance of your responsibility
under this memorandum, you shall, as appro-
priate, consult the heads of other depart-
ments and agencies.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 22

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.



